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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ORNII'HOLOGY OF THLE
PAPUAN ISLANDS.

By THE HHON. WALTER ROTIISCHILD axp ERNST HARTERT.

(Unless signed otherwise, the work of these * contributions " s so divided that
Walter Rothschild works ont the families Paradiseidue, Ptilonorkynchidae, and
Rallidue, while B. Hartert is responsible for the rest.)

vie

ON SOME SKINS  COLLECTED  FROM  APRIL  TO JUNE ON
MOUNT VICTORIA, OWEN STANLEY MOUXNTAINS, MOSTLY AT
ELEVATIONS OF FROM 5000 TO 7000 FEET.

1-9. Of true Puradiseidae the collection contained specimens of the following
species :—

Craspedophora  intercedens,  Lophorina minor, Epimachus meyert, Parotia
lawesi, Puradisea raggiann, P. rudolphi. Seloucides wigricans, Cietunurias regins,
Diplyllodes hunsteind. Wl

10. Loria loriae Salvad. (nnten, p. 252).
Adunlt mole and immatare male from Monnt Vietoria. The immature male has
the abdomen, back, and wings mixed with greenizh Teathers. showing that the

young male i, in colour, similar to the adult female. The wing of the male
measures 100 mm, W. R.

11. Cnemophilus macgregorii de Vis.

Only one adalt mele of this magnificent bird has hitherto been known. It was
well described by Mr. de Vis and beantifully fignred in the /his. The present
eollection contains one adnlt mele, wing 106 mm., and a specimen which s
evidently an immature male. 1t ix olive above, tinged and mixed with pale
brownish yellow. Quills with the outer webs pule rnfous hrown, the inner webs
dnsky brown, eaclt wing having a few fresh feathers hike those of the adult mnle.
The tail has a few fresh feathers which are like those of the old male. while the rest
is dark brown. Underparts Dlack, mixed with yellowish olive feathers on the
abdomen, and still more on the tlroat.  The peculiar crest on the forehead is
alrewdy developed, and has the same heantiful golden sheen in a cortain light which
is visible in the old male. W. R,

12. Amblyornis inornata (Schleg.).

Two males with erests and two specimens without erests, evidently voung
males, for they differ from fimades from Arfak in having the feathers of the crown
and oceiput mueh longer and nareower, and the nnder wing-coverts of a deeper
orange,  Undoubted sewales of this form. which 1 consider ilentical with .1, in-
orpata from Arfak (see axtea, pp. H-13), are not yet recorded. W. I

* Vor Nos. L, 1, U1 see antea, pp. 8-20; for Nos, IV, V., pp. 233-235,
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13. Aelurcedus melanocephalus Rams.
Wing 155 mm. W. RR.

14. Amalocichla sclateriana de Vis.

A skin of this remarkable Timeliine form, well agreeing with de Vis® deserip-
tion inthe Annual Report on British New Guinea, 1892, p. 95, except that the npper
tail-coverts are of the same rufons lrown eolour as the back, and the under tail-
coverts are buff with slaty hases, while de Vis says, = Upper and under tail-coverts
rfous.”  This eartons bird reminds one very much of the South American
(rallurive. E. II.

15. Eupetes leucostictus Scl.

Two skins from Mount Vietoria, not differing materially from a skin from
Arfak, thongh more material is necessary to judge finally of their identity. . 1L

16. Melirrhophetes belfordi de Vis.

Two sking from Mount Vietoria.  They are in every respeet entirvely similar to
the meule mentioned wafea, p. 16, and another wale from the Oriori District, except
that the broad malar stripes and the feathers above the eye are not so white, but
rather buff.  One of them, no donbt o female, is muel smaller : the wing, which
measures from 147 to 151 mm. in the males, measuring only 126 mm. E. H.

17. Melirrhophetes ochromelas batesi (Sharpe).

The differences between this form and /. echrom. #yp. ave very slight indeed
and hardly worthy of a name.  Nee antea, p. 16, L. H.

18. Melilestes megarhynchus (G. R. Gray).

One skin in moult, showing the remainder of the immature whitish and dark

striped plumage on the chin and along the middle of the breast and abdomen,
L. H

14. Ptilotis polygramma Giray.
One adult skin. 5. 11

20. Ptilotis salvadorii =p. nov.

Closely allied to Pt subfrepatn Salvad. from  the Arfak  Mountains, but
evidently distinet, having no grey forehead, the coloar above being the same from
the Lase of the culmen to the back. Alove blackisl brown, with olive edges to the
feathers ; browner and paler ou the rump.  Behind theeyea large bare spot, tollowed
by a large black pateh which extends down the nec k. From the pracocular region
to the ear-coverts a golden yellow line of hair-like feathers. Bevoud the eyes some
white feathers with black tips.  Wings deep brown, ontwardly edged with \v]lm\l\h
olive-green, inwardly with pale cinnamon.  Tail deep brown, with greenish outer
edges,  Chin blac Fish brown. nderparts dingy greyish hrown, with an olive-
greenish wash.  Feathers of abdomen with some pale bufly tips. Thighs and
nnder  tail-coverts greyish Drown, with Tmil' edges, Under wing-coverts: pal,
cinnamon.  Total length whout 115 1o 15D w5 wing U3 to U85 tail S5 to 05
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enlmen 23 to 26 : tarsus 23 to 25 mm.  Two specimens, guite alike in colour, but
one larger, probably male and jemale.  Although 1 have not secu P. subfrenata 1
have no doubt, trom Nalvadori’s descriptions, that this form is different. It 13
named in honour of the author of the immortal (Jrnithelogic Pupnasia. S

21. Melipotes fumigatus A. B. Meyer.
1586, M. fumigatus A. B. Meyer in Zeitsehr. f. ges. Ornith. TIL p. 22.
t. 1V, fig. 1.
1895. M. atriceps Grant in Bull. B. O. C. No. XXXL
A skin of this rare bird agrees perfectly with the type of M. atriceps in the
British Musewm, but T tind that it has been deseribed long ago as M. fumigatus.
E. H.

2. Pachycephala schlegeli obscurior Hartert.
Two skins confirming my observations made ou p. 15 of this volume. 1t may
be addel that the colonr above is slightly darker, but that the size of the black
spot on the chin is apparently not quite constant. B 1L

23. Graucalus longicauda de Vis.

One skin of this rave bird, which is a very good species. 1t is described in
the ¢ Report on Birds from Dritish New Guinen,” dated Angust 23rd, 1589, torming
part of the Governor’s Annval Official Reports.  The head and neck are of a glossy
purplish black, the tail and wings black with a very slight gloss. There is a brownish
wash on the sides of the body aud here and there on the back, but thix is probably
dune to nonage. The under tail-voverts are darker and more ashy than the gt
breast, abdomen, back, aud upper wing-coverts. Wing 1755 tail 165 mm. Sex
not knosn. E. H.

24, Campochaera sloetii (Schleg.).
One specimen, well agreeing with the descriptions ot the femalr. 1. .

25, Mellopitta lugubris (Roscnb.).

One skin. The breust and abdomen with many irregnlar patches of rusty
brown feathers, also the hind-neck and hinder part of the crown with dark brown
{eathers, which are evidently the remainder of the plumage of the young bird.
sesides these 1 eannot see differences from M. lugubris from Arfak. % U,

26. Aegotheles rufescens Salvad.

Of this species, which has been described by Salvadori in twn. Mus. Cir.
Genora, XXXV p. 71, from a single skin from the Moroka Distriet, this eollection
contained one specimen, which seems to be somewhat immature.  This species does
not stand very far from .le. albertisi. More material is very mnch wanted to better
understand the species of this genus, E. H.

27. Glossoptilus goldiei Salvad.
A beantiful male.  Wing 108 mm. L. H.

28, Psittacella brehmi pallida A. B. Meyer.
Nee anten, pp. 15, 235,
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29. Psittacella picta Rothsch.
See Bull. B. 0. Club for Octoher 159G, The species will be figured in the
Ihis for January 1897,

30. Neopsittacus musschenbrocki Schleg.
A fine male from Mount Victoria. It is very interesting to see that this
species oceurs together with the following xpecies. E. H.

31. Neopsittacus punllicauda Hartert.

Several skins confirm the correctiess of my former observations (see wrteu,
p. 17).  This species ditfers from .N. musschonbroeki in having the hinder part of
the crown, oceiput, and nape darker (nearvly green), the tail helow dark olive-green,
instead of orange, the red colour ou the abdomen more extended towards the sides
of the body. The ocenrrence of both N. wwsschenbrock: and N. pullicaude on the
same mountain seems to forbid to look upon the latter as merely a subspecies,
thongh it may be that they inhabit different elevations. L. H.

32. Ninox dimorpha (Ralvawl.).
A skin which agrees in every detail with Nalvadori’s descriptions and with a
skin from Dutch New Guinea. B 1L

33. Falco severns Horst. (an snbsp.?).

An adult, or at least fairly old bird, and a voung one with large longitudinal
spots below. Messrs. Mever & Wiglesworth have (in (k. und Ber. Mus. Dresden,
1892-93, No. 3, p. 6) separated the New (ruinea birds of this species as £ severus
papuanys (see ante, p. 236). It seems to he donbtlul whether that form can be
npheld. The wing and tail are said to be nnitorm below : this, however, ix a sign
of greater age, and our Philippine skins are uniform on these parts, while our New
Guinea ones are not. Skins from the PLilippines are darker Delow, and just as
dark above as the New Guinea skins. The young New Guninea bird is very
distinetly barved on the wings and tail. The only difference between specimens
{rom New Guinea and from other places I can see is a slightly darker colour of the
tail above. E. H.

34. Rallicula forbesi Sharpe.

Three skins. Que immature, with the top of the head darker, the teathers
of the back and upper wing-coverts with small bufl’ spots near the tips of both
webs, W. R.

The two tollowing birds were collected west of Port Moresby:—

1. Seleucides nigricans (Shaw).

Evidently common abount sixty miles inland from Port Chalmers, west of Port
Moreshy. In the old male everything below the breast-shield is orange-yellow,
there being no white colour on the Dbird at all.  This seems to be a lowland
speeies. W. R.

2. Henicopernis longicanda (Garn.).
Popo inlet, west of Port Moresby. * Iris yellow.” E. H.
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VIL

LIST OF A COLLECTION OF BIRDSKINS MADE IN THE ARU
IRLANDN BY CAPTAIN CAYLEY WEBSTER
FROM MAY TO JULY I~k

1. Daradisea apodn L. One female. = lris pale yellow.” —20 tlelvroedus
melunotis Gray.—3. (einnurus regius (1.). The Arvuskins do not ditler pereeptibly
{rom those ol other countries, thoueh on the whole the winge is o tew millimetres
longer. (W.R)—+. Wonncodin atrn (Liess)). =5, Macrocorar fuscicapilles (Gray).
—06. Wino dumonti Laess.  White bar in the wing rather narrow.—7. (Jriolus
Sarocinetus  (King).—>S. Dicruropsis carborario (Mill)).  Wing 147 mm.—
O, Graucalus caeraleoyriscus (Giray ).—10. Gravealus me lanops (Lath.). -11. Jlrta-
mus lencogaster (Valenc).  Two speeimens with remarkably short wings !—
12, Cracticus quoyi Liess.)—13. Cracticus rassicus.

14. Rhectes analogus A. B. Meyver, or R. arnensis Sharpe.

In Zeitsehr f. ges. Orn. 1o po 255 (18s4) Dr. A, B Meyer separated some
Arn specimens trom K. analogus under the name ot K. areensis. The skiu before
us seems to agree with Mever’s birds. but Dr. R B. Sharpe i Zhis, Isss, . 437,
declares that Mever's 1. anclogus 1s ounly the voung of his [l wruensis.  See also
Salvadori. dgg. Orn. Pupnasio, 1. p. 97 (1890). 1. H.

15, Rhectes ferrugineus brevipennis subsp. nov.

Aru specimens have the wing very short, ouly 125 mm. Al individnals o onr
very large xeries from New Guinea have the wings decidedly fonger. .\, B. Meyer,
in Zeitsche. fooges. Ornc Loy 255 (1854), had already pointed out thix difference,
and it is only on account of his corroboration ol onr observation that we dare to
bestow a subspecific {erm on this form. 5. H.

16. Philemon novaeguineae armensis A. B. Meyer.

Four skins trom Dobbo, unlortunately not sexed.  One of these, probably an
old male, has a very long bitl and a very high hump.  These four birds have the
bill 46, 46, 45, and 53 mm. loug : their height at hump is Is, 19, 20, and 24 mm.
Three specimens ol Ph. woravguined - subtaherosas (anten, p. 235) have the bill 43,
45, 45 mm. long, and their height at hnmp is 14, 15, 17 mm. L. 1.

17. Pitta wocacquieene Mill. & Schleg.— 5. Mweropterye wmystacea (Temm.).
Wings 222224 mm.—19. Podarqus acellatus Q. & G.—=20. Eurystonees australis
Swoo 21 Tungsiptera hydrockaris Gray.—22. [uleyon sordidus Gonld.  The loral
spot cannot be called pore white. but has o distinet though tauint Luily tinge.
Wing 116 mm. Nee antea, p. 244.

23. Syma torotoro tentelare subsp. nov.

Fremales from Aru have the black spot on the head in or behind the middle of
the erown about 15 . or more away {rom the hase of the bill, while in speeimens
from Northern Dutelh New tuinea this spot is generally larger and extends alinost
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or quite to the base of the enlmen. The m/es of the Arn form do not differ per-
ceptibly from S. torotoro typica.

Specimens from Fergusson Island are rather dark below. but a voung indi-
vidaal trom Waigiu is similar in this respect.  In one of the Fergusson females the
head-spot 1s placed more backwards than usual. and thus it seems somewhat to
point towards the Arn snbspecies.  According to Salvadorl (Orw. Pupunsia, 1.
p. 483) females trom Naiabul in S.E. New Gninea resemble those of Aru,
aud therefore most likely belong to the same snbspecies.  Another species has
been recently deseribed as N wegurhynche by Salvadori trom the Owen Stanley
Mountains.

The last form of the genus Symea is called S furirostris and inhabits North
Queensland. T the Cutalogue o7 Birds, Vol. XV11. p. Y7, it 1s xaid to differ rom
S. torotoro in wauting the black mark along the tip of the culmen—and this state-
ment has been made hefore.  However, it is quite wrong. the tully adult N, toroforo
never baving any black mark on the culmen, a character peculiar to mmature birds
of S. torotoroonly.  On the other hand, I have not yet seen a Syma_flurirostrisgnite
without & black mark, and I believe that even the most adult birds have it.  In any
case if 1s a bad character tor distingnishing these species, the much lighter and wore
greenish colour of the upper parts being the best distingnishing character of
the Queensland torm. The subspecific name proposed above is the native name of
the bird in Ara, as Zorotoro 1s its name in Dorey. 5. H.

24, Sauromarptis gaudichaud (Q. & G.).

No distinction from typical skins of New tininca. There is eertainly not more
white on the back; on the contrary, some of our bivds from New Guinca (we have
now thirty-six without duplicates) show wore white on the back. The blue of the
rump of most of onr Arn birds is rather dark, while it is eertainly paler in most of
the skins from S.E. New Guiuea, but not constantly. The so-called Swwromarptis
kubaryi seems to differ in no ecuy from 8. guudichand typicn.

W. R & I H.

25. Suuromarptis tyro (Gray).—26. Microglossus uterrimus (Gm.).  Wing only
330 mm.—27. Cyelopsittucus wruensis (Sehleg.)—2s. Trickoglossus wgrognlaris
Gray. Large and tine birds; wings 150, 152, 153 mm.

29. Chalcopsittacus scintillatus (Temn.).

The majority of the Ara specimens have the breast more washed with brown
and have very dark orange stripes along the shafts of the teathers on the breast as
well as on the hind neek, but the British Museum possesses specimens from New
Guineu that are just like our Avu skins, The plumage ot the sexes and ditferent
ages ol this bird are not yet properly known.  Some birds (¥ jemales) have the
rutn] distinetly bluish, some Lave no orange stripes at all,

W. R. & B H.

30. Eclectus pectoralis aruensis (Gray).

Specimens from the Aru Islands have the tail in both sexes very prominently
tipped with yellow. 1 do uot find this so much in any other speciniens from other
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localities.  The Arn Island birds are also rather large (g wing 263—26Y), and |
believe they can stand as a subspecies.  Cf. Gray, . Z. 5. 1355, p. 152; Salvadori.
Orn. Papuas. 1. p. 201,

Speeimens from the Solomon lslands seem smallest of all, next coming
those from Fergnsson, New lreland, and New Britain. L. 1L

31, Ptilopus aurantiiyrons Gray.—32. Pt. wallucei Gray.—33. Pt. superbus
(Temm. & Knip).—34. 1t Jozonus Gray. *lris yellow."—33. L’t. coronulutus
Gray.  “lris orange.”—306. Myristicirora bicolor (Scop.).—31. Carpophaga zoear
(Less.).  * Iris straw-colour.””—3x, (" pinon (Q. & (L), lris red; teet coral-red:
Lill greyish ; naked spacc round eye ved."—39. Chalcophaps stepheni 1ehb.
Hitherto, 1 believe, only doubttully known from the Ara lslands. B .

4

). Macropygia sp.

There are before us fonr skins of a Mucropyyia trom Dobbo and Wannambai.
Aecording to Salvadort’s Catalogue of the Pigeous in the British Mosenm they
would belong to M. doreye Bp., and Salvadori has identified the Aru specimens that
came before him with the latter species. To us they scem to agree mueh better
with 3. batchinnensis, and to be merely a form of that species with a less rafons ehin
and longer wings. The wings of the adult males measnre 173—175 mm.  From
all we can see at present we must conclnde that our Ara specimens difler fromn
M. doreya typica and that they are neaver to L. batehivnensis y further that /.
doreya, M. cinerciceps, M. griseinucha, M. butchivnensis, and M. goldiei are more or
less connected by intermediate specimens and werely subspeeies ol one and the
satie =pecies, but that a large material with exaet loealities will be necessary
before one can come to detinite couclusions about them.

W.R. & E H

. Buza reineardti Mill. & NSchleg.—42, flaliustur girvenera Vieill.—
43, Nyeticorax caledonicus (Gm.).




